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Color Television Here, Kesten Tells FCC

Shlft to High Band |

| Urged at Rules

Hearings

By JACK LEVY

(TV Applications on page 93)
DECLARING flatly that full-color
television in the higher frequencies
is already an accomplmhed fact and
| s ully d trated in
525-line pictures acress the New
York skyline only the past Wednes-
gy Paul W. Kesten, CBS execu-
ve vice-president, proposed to the
FOC last week that programming
schedules be grsdually stepped up

PAUSING for a photograph just before the FCC began hearings Thursday on television rules and regula-

tions and standards of good engineering practices wese (1 tor):
dent; William A. Roberts, TBA counsel;

dent; Niles Tr 1l, NBC presid

Paul W. Kesten, CBS executive viee-presi-
Chairman Porter; Mark Woods, American Broadcasting Co. presi-
t; J. R. Poppele, WOR chief engineer.

as set ow is
Appearing befom the (o]

sion hearings, held Thursday and
Friday, on rules and regulations
and standards for commercial zerv-
ice, Mr. Kesten offered a formula
as a temporary solution to the
problem of channel secarcity and as
an incentive to quality programs,
pending a shift upstairs to the high
frequencies.

Sharing the spotlight with the
CBS testimony was a plan olfexed
by the Television Broad

area idered by the C

The TEA plan, offered by Wil-
liam A. Roberts, counsel, and de-
scribed by Dr. T. T. Goldsmith Jr.,
research director for Allen B. Du-
mont Labs Inc, and William S.
Duttera, NBC allocation enginecr,
was given support by industry rep-
resentatives, including Niles Tram-
mell, NBC president, and Mark
Woods, president of the American
Broadcasting Co.

¢ in

Assn. which would, through the use
of directional antenna installations,
make more channels available for
metropolitan centers and assure
the possible location of full power
stations in every major market

Of signifi
with the CBS testimony on its
color process were disclosures made
by Dr. Peter Goldmark under ques-
tioning by Commissioner E. K.
Jett. Dr. Goldmark revealed that:
1. While the video process is

to the Commission.

Atlantic City, Waterbury, La

TBA PLAN ADDS 59 TV STATIONS

FIFTY-FIVE metropolitan districts would gain 62 television sta-
tion assignments and three would lose one each under the Tele-
vision Broadcasters Assn.'s channel-allocation proposal as com-
! pared with the FCC plan, according to a table submitted by TBA

FCC's tentative allocations [BROADCASTING, Sept. 24 Oct. 8] give
Worcester, Sacramento, and Portland, Me. one more station each
than TBA’s plan provldes Table shows the following districts
would gain under TBA proposal (listed according to sales rank):

New York, gain 3; Chicago 2; Los Angeles 1; Philadelphia 1;
Boston 2; Detroit 2; Pittsburgh 1; Cleveland 2; St. Louis 1; Wash-
ington 1; Buffalo-Niagara Falls 1; Milwaukee 1; Cincinnati 1;
Portland, Ore. 1; Indianapolis 2; and one each to Dallag, Colum-
bus, 0., Springfield-Holyoke, Louisville, Birmingham, Lowell-Law-
rence-Haverhill, Syracuse, Norfolk-Newport News, Richmond, Fall
River-New Bedford, Wilmington, Flint, Utica-Rome, Peoria, Read-
ing, Tacoma, Chattanooga, Sagmaw-Bay City, San Jo«e Wheelmg,

1 Racine

Johnston,

Roanoke, Austin, Sioux City, Stockum meoln, Hamilton-Mid-
. dleton, York, Manchester, Waterloo, ’l‘opcka, Charleston, S. C.,
Galvuwn, Asheville, Columbus, Ga., Augusta.

Total allocations to other markets would not be changed.
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electronic, color is transmitted
through use of the mechanical
“flywheel” system utilizing a three-
color blade.

2. A 30 w transmitter was em-
ployed to beam the signal from the
Chrysler Bldg. tower to the CBS
studios on 485 me.

3. A 1kw video transmitter using
the ultra-high band is equivalent
in output to a 10 kw transmitter
on the lower band.

It is expected the FCC will make
every effort to revige its rules and
allocations governing lower band
television within two or three
weeks, The TBA proposal, it was
thought, would he given most geri-
oug consideration in view of the
admitted degire for more than four
fulltime assignments in the larger
centers, particularly New York,
which would be increased to seven.
Adoption of some variation of the
proposal iz considered likely.

Cost $3,191,000 Yearly

Although the testimony centered
mainly on objections to the present
allocations and the 42-hour rule,
the Commission heard considerable
criticism of the proposed regula-
tions regarding limitation of sta-
tion ownership by a single licensee,
the rule limiting time of network
agreements with affiliates, the re-
quirement that announcement be
made of mechanical reproductions
used in television, and the provision
calling for “time sharing” of fre-
quencies,

Mr. Kesten told the Commission
that Rule No. 1, requiring six hours
per day of televizion programming,
“would wvirtually serve notice on
prospective licensees that they'd
better stay out of television for
quite a while unless they have mil-

lions of dollars to earmark for it
at once.”

Based on the experience of CBS,
he estimated it would cost a mini-
mum of $3,191,000 a year to do 42
hours a week of programming.
This means less than $1500 an hour
for studios, lights, cameras, en-
gineers, camera men and all other
personnnel including the perform-
ance itself. “No appreciable amount

PROPOSALS for diverting more
stations to large metropolitan cen-
ters pending change to high fre-
quency color television, time-shar-
ing of channels and lower operat-
ing schedules for stations high-
lighted FCC hearing last week on
rules and regulations and standards
for commercial television.

of this sum could be recovered from
advertising revenue during the first
year or two of operation,” he said,
“because the audience, even under
optimistic estimates, will not be
large enough.”

The alternative of sharing wave-
lengths, he contended, would be
equally disconraging. Few broad-
casters would want to carry tele-
vision until an audience has been
built only to find they could not
expand into other hours of the day
when that time arrived, The choice
of six hours of programming to an
audience not yet created or losing
half one’s license to a newcomer at
a later date would seem to many,
he said, “an impossible choice” and
would retard rather than advance
the development of the medium.

Mr. Kesten therefore proposed
that until television set ownership
hag reached 109 of the homes in
the area only one hour of broad-

(Continued on page 95)
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(Continued from page 15)
be required, that only two

. long as the inadequacy of
s lg the low frequency band

hat use of the high fre-
will permit a great in-
metropolitan  stations.
uge of the higher fre-

- will ring the curtain down
e stage we are setting here,”
diselosing that only last
y he had seen. 525-lmo

£

corresponding to 1/100 of a watt.
If the distance had been 40 miles it
would have required only 250 w.,
he calculated. While he said he did
not want to make any predictions
in view of the recency of the tests,
he asked for the cooperation of the
Commission on tests over the next
three or four months. He was as-
sured the Commisgion would co-
operate.

Joseph H. Ream, CBS vice-pres-
ident, testified in support of the
Commission’s proposal for alloca-
tion of low-definition, low-freq y
channel: “because we believe what
the Commission does with respect
to these channels will set the basic
pattern for allocation of high-defi-
nition, full-color television in the
high frequencies.”

He interpolated his prepared tes-
to say he favored the TBA

allocati plan if it provides more

i risio pictures on the higher
equencies are no longer a theory

fact, he said, apart from final
ion studies, “not 10 years,
YEears, nor even one year
war, but less than twe

W showed that if receiv-
or this type of reception
btained for an additional
zales would be 10 times

he was asked by Chair-
Porter how he saw the Pros-
for returns from television
e replied: “We see
m in color—red.”
o further questioning regard-
P ramming, he said: “Ulti-
ely, if there isn't a happier
age between the television
adcaster and the advertising
, the mediom will be in very
shape.”
One to Ten

When Mr. Kesten declared it
ld be better to have one good
on program broadeast than
ours of “dull, lack-luster pro-
s,” Chairman Porter drew
ter from the audience with
' question: “Would you apply
at to standard broadecasting?”
- My, Kesten got a round of

stations for the metropolitan cen-
ters without depriving the con-
tiguous areas,

Mr. Ream opposed the rule pre-
venting a network from owning a
station in a town where the sta-
tion is in a dominant position,
pointing out that CBS was forced
to sell WBT Charlotte under this
Tule. If applied to television, he
said, the rule would prohibit a net-
work from pioneering in a town.

He also opposed the rule limiting
ownership by a licensee to five sta-
tions, suggesting it might retard
nationwide television as much as
any other single factor.

Woods Differs

Differing with Mr. Kesten on
the 6-hour rnle, Mr. Woods said the
great d d for freq be-
tween 44 and 216 mc makes it nec-
essary that they be used 259 of
the time. While it would impose
difficulties for some companies in
the beginning, he said, it would
stimulate purchase of receivers and
hasten the time when better pro-
grams are provided and make pos-
sible commercial television on a
sound basis.

He agreed that television must
eventually go to the higher fre-
quencies and declared that the
sooner this is done, even with limit-
ed operating power, “the quicker
will it be possible to have a truly

itive television with
the ‘attendant benefits to both the

industry and the public.”
Mr. Woods proposed that opera-
tion in the 44-216 mec band be per-

udience response, he remarked
nevertheless “CBS has not

d a public statement on color

elevision in seven months.”

Goldmark Describes Tests

~ Dr. Goldmark described tests
by CBS nf color television

itted for a porary period, per-
haps two years, after which the
gervice be transferred to the 480-
920 me band, and that temporary
grants be made during this time.
Licensees would be required to
carry on developmental work on the
higher frequencies.

He further proposed that the
public be given adequate notice of
the projected shift and that plans

bands during the interim period.

In addition he suggested that the
present bands 5 and 6 (76-82 me
and 82-88 mc) be earmarked for
future use by FM,

Mr. Woods told the Commission
American plans on filing applica-
tions for experimental wide-band
television as soon as possible.

Asked by Chairman Porter how
Tong it would take to get equip-
ment for television operation, Mr.
Woods said the network would be
able to start a station within a
year after Jan. 1.

Capt. W. C. Eddy, repr

Further usignments may be made
on community frequencies as well
as on variously modxﬂed metmpoli-
tan power assig to

a thoroughly practical television
industry."”

City Plans

Mr. Roberts, outlining TBA’s
views, said “it is fully understand-
able that every city would desire
an allocation program” permitting
it to secure a television station “if
it saw fit", but that “it is an un-
fortunate fact that the reservatwn
of fr for bl

Balaban & Katz Corp., owners of
WBKE Chicago, opposed the 6-hour
day rule on ground it would result
in sacrificing quality which he re-
garded as the most important fac-
tor in television development.
Capt. Eddy, who was in charge
of radar for the Navy in the Chi-
cago district, said the experience of
the military with radar during the
war indicated that, with further
development, television could be
operated in the high frequencies.

TBA Proposal

The allocation plan proposed by
TBA providez 59 more television
stations than the FCC proposal.
Cutti from
three to one, its exponents testified,
it would permit 401 metropolitan
power stations in 135 of the first
140 market districts of the U. 8.,
compared to 342 in 120 districts
under the FCC plan announced
Sept. 20 and revised Oct. 3 [BROAD-
CASTING, Sept. 24, Oct. 8]. Both
plans eall for community stations
in practically all districts omitted
in metropolitan assignments,

FCC's plan designates Channels
No. 1, 12, and 13 as community
channels; TBA's would set aside
only Ch 1 No. 1 for ¥
coverage, Simple antenna directiv-
ity in “a few" (48) cases, TBA
said, would help provide competi-
tive high power assignments in
more markets,

Dr. Goldsmith explained that the
FCcc plan speclﬁes 40 definite and

addi ity

asslgnmenta, “with the understand-
ing, of course, that many other as-
signments can be made in smaller
communities than the 140 metro-
politan districts listed.” He said
the TBA plan “primarily shows the
metropolitan station assignments,
whlle no exhaustive analysis as to

t of ity stations
has been made.”

Antenna Directivity

Regarding use of antenna direc-
tivity, TBA submitted a chart
showing three kinds of directivity:
a minor amount of directivity was
indicated as a means of improving
agsignments in 14 cases; a simple
dipole was indicated for 14 others,
and a dipole and ground sheet for
2() cases,

be formulated within the industry
whereby purchasers of receivers
could be assured of liberal trade-
ing on sets equipped for the high

- band. He suggested that considera-

tion be given to requiring licensees
to operate commercially on both

“The industry plan,” said Dr.
Goldsmith, “provides high power
stations in greater quantities in
areas which can initiate and suvs-
tain a television seryice. It also sup-
plies all of the smaller metropolitan
distriets with one or more stations,
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Courtesy of Steve Dichter

ization of such stations can not be
accomplished without serious dis-
service to prospective television
viewers in many of the same cities.”

“If the public is going to be hurt
by having a channel allocated and
left vacant,” he declared, “then
that’s not in the public interest.”
FCC Commissioner Jett replied
that there has been no feeling
that a channel would be left open
indefinitely for the community to
which it was assigned, “if the com-
munity didn’t apply within a rea-
sonable time".

Reviewing TBA's position on pro-
posed rules, Mr. Roberts suggested
a minimum of 28 hours of regular
programg per week for television
stations after six months' operation
instead of six hours per day as pro-
posed by FCC. He said the six-hour
daily minimum would be “beyond
the practical and financial capacity
of newly licensed stations” but

(Continued on page 96)

Your Advertising Talks to
23% Greater Buying Power’
e

[iii'.iis.
The Tri-Cities market of-

fers you VOLUME sales
. . . goods worth more than $75 million

=

pass across the counlers here annually.
And & major portion (52'% % | of Tri-
Cities' sales originates on the lllinols
side, in the Moline-Rock Island zone.
WHBF, the home station, is their fovorite
by far—as your local dealer will fell
you. In all, WHBF's primary area [.5MV)

reaches 13 million people . , . in the

very hearl of the rich Corn Bell,

WHBF

ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE, ILL. DAVENPUAT, 1A
1270 KC - 5000 WATTS
BASIC MUTUAL NETWORK
Affiliate: Rock Istand ARGUS

Howord H, Wilsan Co., Nat'l Representatives
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