“a
é Minutes on Screen,
9 Weeks of Work

Bohind the scenes with Grable and Haver reveals
complexities of producing single musical number

ew people have any idea of the time, effort, talent and
Fmonoy that go into the making of the biriefest scene on the
screen, For exaomple—two words, “musical number,” on pege
57 in the script af 20th Century-Fox's forthcoming The Dolly
Susters, wore expanded into one of the picture's saven song-
and-dance extravaganzas. It sparkles for six minutes befere
your eyoes. 1L took nine weeks 1o make.

Tossed into the hopper of & modern entertainment factory,
these two words produced a number which, although not in the
‘colossnl’” clasy, enlisted the services of more than 100 experts
(yce pagge 43) as well as the singing, dancing and acting talents
of teven lovelies pictured at the left—Betly Grable, June Haver
and five streamlined showgirls

To start with, studio lyricist Mack Gordon, of Did You
Ever Sec a Dream Walking? and Chattanooga Choo Choo fame.
brooded over some cosmetic ads in magazines cirea 1015 (the
time of the picture), came up with & song idea—Don't Be Too
Old Faxhioned. This was the inspiration for the Cormetic Num-
ber (sce page 41) . Next, producer George Jessel and the com-
poser it director, dance director and costume designer
planned production. Then it ook four weeks Lo select the girls
and rehoarse the dances: two weeks to build the sots) two more
weeks to rehearze and record the song and dance music. The
actunl shooting took six days In the accompanying photo-
graphs LOOK takes you through each production step

gela Dlue interpret Cosmetic Number (o
stars Grable and Haver (backs to camera)

3 “Dance-ins"’ (Instructors) Evelyn Eagle, An-

(Continued an wast poge)
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]5 Here is a six-minute song-and-dance sequence from musical ““The Dolly Sisters”” ...

. and here are the ¢crew and cast that worked nine weeks to maoke it.
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