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THE VIDEO
REPORTER

by Samuel Kaufman

T°S been customary for each item in the
I'ideo Reporter column to begin with a
hig ecapital letter. That's the make-up style
of this magazine and it's a thing we've he-
come accustomed to. Yet, looking back at
the eolumin in the January issue, it suddenly
dawned on us that the first two items, lead
ing off as wsual with big initials, told an
unintentional exclamatory story. The frst
item had a big black “A" and the second
one had a large ebony “W'. Put them to-
Ft\lhl.'r at a single glance ‘and they spell

w

Now the word “Aw!" is an exclamation
that may, at this point, call for an explana-
tion. That is, an explanation of why it stood
out so Doldly to our eyus.

Well, the answer is simple. We believe
that the expression just about sums up our
opinion of television’s progress in 1940.

When 1940 made its exit, it was not
merely the end of a year. It was alse the
el of a decade. Further, it was the cnd
of radio’s second decade. So it was an im-
portant milestone.

It was a year of great promise for tele-
vision and it was a proml‘i{. that was i ful-
fitledd, But, mind you, it was not a brnkcn
promise. But somehow, it's taking more time
than anticipated for Lolumen:lal sight-and-
sound broadensting to gain a foothold, The
only consolation is that the trade and indus-
iry «id its part in furthering things. The
main hurdle too difficult to clear in 1940
was \\'inuing' the confidence of the Federal
Communications Conumnission to the point of

getting a commercial grant for video sta- |

tions. But there was delay, delay and more
delay, until an entire year passed. And, it
must be added thar disputes over standards
aml frequencies in the trade itself was a
hampering factor and that this point alone
was sufficient for the FCC to demand a de-
lay.

CTL ALLY, as 1941 came tearing around
the bend, the signal of the video indus-
try scemed to be full speed ahead. But it was
still on a single track course which meant
limited speed in progress. But progress was
ohvious. Even the FCC action in requesting
a delay to iron out standards may prove con-
structive in the long run.

The most disillusioning thing of the video
industry’s status as 1940 bowed out was a
lackadaisical attitude prevailing in network
offices regarding television. Even where
there were great fires of enthusiasm in
previous months, there was barely a spark
in December and carly January. And it
scems that the only reason they cared to
nurse the spark along was that a great in-
vestiment was represented in getting it
started and that no one cares to put up great
sums of money for enthusiasm flint until
there are signs of early commercial profit.

AKE the network, for example, where the

greatest amount of television ballyhoo
to date originated. Mvuntion the word “tele-
vision " around its offices today and there's
a look of sadness rather than one of en-
thusiasm. It seems as if something is being
mourned rather than sponsored. But the lads
in the network's office declare that the Inck
of spirit is not their fault but that every-
thing must await the action of the Nationo/
Television Systems Commitiee and the more
important reaction of the FCC before any-
thing constructive can really be started or
resumed.

Skeleton staffs and skeleton programs arc
maintained where even a year before the
network was going at things in a big way on
a big budget. And when you deal with skele-
tons you deal with decay and, unless some-
thing comes along quickly to yank the video
spirit out of the deldrums, it will bring tele-
vision to the paradoxieal state of being deca-
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INSIST ON MEISSNER QUALITY!

Engineered for truly superior performance—utmost fidelity in re-
cordm% most life-like quality in reproduction—this “'different'’ Meissner
Phono-Recorder, in portable form, is designed for those who want noth-
ing but the best—at reasonable cost!

Qutstanding in appeararce—motor board and arms finished in dark
brown crystalline lacquer—panel plates in two-toned etched brass—
modern, airplane-luggage styled case with antique bronze fittings—
sturdy, all-leather handle—a professionally artistic ensemble!

Complete—ready for use—5-tube built-in amplifier with 6 watts
output—may be used as Public Address unit! Includes “‘hand-or-stand’’
crystal microphone—mike and power cord pack into space beneath
panel plate on right. Uses powerful magnetic cutting head and highest
grade crystal pick-up. Handles any record up to 12-inch; ample storage
space in removable cover. For 110-volt, 80-cycle operation.

Model 9-1045 Portable Phono Recorder, Complete. List, $59.50
MOTOR TURNTABLE UNIT

A complete dual-arm mechanism of
highest quality for use in any installation.
Similar to unit used on Phono-Recorder
above; has powerful, constant-speed motor
for 110-volt, 60-cycle operation. Heavy
steel base; all metal parts finished in
brown crystal lacquer.

Magnetic cutting head is low impedance
—connects to voice-coil secondary of out-
put transiormer. Crystal pick-up is high-
impedance type. Accurate, worm-geared
mechanism controls traverse of racord by
recorder arm.

No.9-1039 Turntable Unit. List, $31.50 —
Write for Your Free Copy of the New Meissner General Catalog!
ADDRESS DEPT. N-3

MT. CARMEL
ILLINOIS
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terest in emergency and defense work which
should lead to additional opportunitics where
hams can be of service.
F. (E5AY) Gaudreaull ships us:
- Ur local oracle has again changed
TH es call letters. Now located al Quarry
Heights CZ wid the rest of the BPS at KAAY,
SAT'S gift to the women. old Cocacola Mac
is abl to become a has been dwn hr. due to re-
lurn to the old country nxt month., Op taking
is place . Guy by the handle of Frank Sines
¢ seentz to be a pretty gud spud fm hr. Don't
tell him we said so. :

K3AK bek on air after long period of silence.
Sum op dwn thr at Amador finally got the
whistle back together es bn wkg out b wid it.
Can usually be hrd in the gm fer few hrs.

We saw a pair of Staff Sergeant Chevrons
walking around here the other a.m. es senl &
member of our OGPU staff oul to see who was
under em. We found a bp who shud be pretly
well kwn to all the brass destroyers es mike
men. . . . Bray out thr at K5AM. ngrats,
Bray, om, es bests im the gang al the heighis.
We gol our share of em too!

Was the gang at ESAG humiliated? Well, we
ask U! A ticket fer clix es chirp fm the RI
in, of all gtnces Seattle Wash. Wal u _guys us-
ing dwn thr in Redleg Camp, a Calif 27 Well

at least u knw ur getiing out nw. Bul think
of the rep of the K5 oil burners hr. Wat abt it
men, lels get tt siuff put of thr. We knw u

can do it es still get tt whistle up thr to Seattle
s0 the RI wont even recognize it!

Onece again fer u guys who want K5 crds, the
hours of xmission hr are fm late in the after-
tioon to arnd nine or ten pm. We wont bother
to give u the exact time becuz sum of Lthe boys
niay get overzealous at times es miss the deadline
& bit and who are we to be a killijoy? Only stn
fupposed to be on the ether at all times of the
day or night is K5AY es we'll usually oblige ani

Steinmetz Junior who wants to see it K5 hang-
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ing up thr in the shack. U'll find us on 7160
wid a sig 1t'll get anywhere.

Hws abi sum info fm sum u oms whe burn
the midnight nil? Has EC4USA got a 40 mir
freq? 1f so where iz it? And when can he be
wrkd? We'd like to buzz the boys in the Berg
Country es we have sum fellow soldiers dwn
thr who'd be glad to hr fm us.

One our ops hr guy by name of Wedding who
sincd O nw gone to civilian life to wrk Civil
Serviee fer Pancanal. Hrs Luck, Wed, es drp in
onlr.ha gang sumtime efen ur nol gng zonite on

Anybody ever hr an HNZ If so where are
those things located? Hrd one hr es cudn't even
find anything it looked like {1 in the book.

Last week we inaugurated sumthing hr which
might interest sum of u people who want K3
contacts, Every Sunday am fm 0700 to 1000
gmt we'll wrk ani alert soul who'll lissen on
7160 ke allowing abt five mins per contact.
Just lissen fer our QRZ? After each contact es
jump in. Don't get impatient becuz it's impos-
sible to wrk all at once. But we'll get all we
can i tt time. The service is to furnish u a
¢k on ur whistle fer both strength es quality.
U can depend on our rpt becuz it'll be as accu-
raie as the best in receivers can give u.

1f NY1AE wanders across ur eardrums sum
fine nirht, don't worry he's right dwn hr in the
naval part of this combine. Located at Pedro
Miguel. es other nite was first time we hrd him
in long time, =n'l sound eo strong fm hr
but seems to be getling out fb to west north and
central us.

Qs{gjﬁ“ from the 5th Dist, by W5HMY Windy

An informal but FB ham fest was held re-
cently in McComb, Miss. Among those pres-
ent _was WOHMY, WHGX0, W5DAN, W3EGE.
WSEWD, W5FQL, W5FCH es W51GW also plenty
SWLS hi. _The meeling was held at the fire
station in McComb City.

W3IGW was real nu})rlsed when he met
WS5DAN the Pabp]y of 75 fone.

WSEGE is an old timer on CW in Brookhaven,
Miss. Ben has never been on_fone and whals
more 8ays he never will be on Ben is the checker
champ of the fire house in Brockhaven the games
are lbetd every Sun. morning hi.

WolGW is_the proud possesor of two cypress
poles 80 es 75 ft. tall. Harold lives in Green-
ville, Miss. on the Misaissippi River so whal
does he do but go up the river es cut himself a

le of giant poles had them towed down io

AMATEUR Radio licenses, training in code and
theory. Resident and homs setudy courses. Hun-
of licensed studenis. American Radio In-
stitute, 1123 Broadway, New York.
USED Correspondence Courses and Educational
Books sold or rented. sive., Money-back
Write for Free Catalog listing 4000
Les Mouniain,

arantee.
argaing.  (Courses DBought.)
Pisgah. Alabama.

CORRESPONDERCE courses and educational
books, slightly used. Sold. Rented. Exchanged,
All subjects. Satisfaction igaﬂntﬁei Cash paid
for used courses. Com&‘i]e details and bargain

free.  Nelson mpany, 0 Sherman,
-237, Chicago.

PATENT ATTORNEYS

PATENTS—Advice and booklet free. Highest
references. Best results. Frompiness assured.
Watson E. Coleman. Patent Lawyer, 724 8th
Street. Washington, D, C.
PATEXNT your idea. New, useful tdeas often very
valuable. Two books—firee—itell how to apply
for patent protection—give six basic ways to sell
your invention. Experienced patent counselors.
Fees reasonable: deferred payments. Write to-
Victor J. Evans & Co., 429-C Victor Bldg.,
hington, D. C.
INVENTORS—Before disclosing your in 3
to any one send for Form “Evidence of Concep-
tion”; *“Schedule of Government snd Attorneys'
Fees" and instructions. t free, Lancaster,
AI'I_twine & g,ommal. 414 Bowen Building, Wash-
ington. D. C.
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his town then had to pick out a epecial route
thru the streets that had wide corners and as it
was he Knocked over a couple of mail boxs then
Harold bought a qt. of likker and two cases of
beer and the Light Co. boys did the rest,

WOHGXO thinks 40 oughl to be opened up for
fone work.

WSHDAN was the gracious host at a luncheon
held in MecComb, Miss, recently, the guests of

honor_being a certain fat boy and his ttelaxe.

W5FCH bought himsell 2 FB new E, Jake
says it rea”( brings the sigs in.

IWW is a new and distinctive signal bein,

heard on 160 fone Dale has & pr 812s in the fina
es runs 300 watls,

_WSBZL in Del Rio, Tex. on 40 has a another
nice earrier.

W5JBZ is & new comer on 16

WBJEY old Hershel in Winns
a new comer on 160. )

w S is a brand new ham in Baton Rouge.
La. his handle is F!oid Crum es he is looking
forward io becoming known as the crum of 40

cw_hi.

W5HIGQ in Hommer, La. is now heard on 160
James has a fb mike voice.

WSIYG works 10 fone from Lake Charles. La.

WS5HRX the old CW gnuan from Gulipert, Miss.
is now one of the fone boys

WBHFI the old pea picker up in St. Joseph,
La. is_using a T55 es running 120 watts,

W5JDZ in Coleman, Tex. is on 160 fonc wid a
healthy signal. . .

WSHOT es WH5HQV are still holding their early
morning raf chews.

WSFPU its really a treat to work Harry who
is located at the Ark, State Pen Harry is not an

welcome hi.
To, La. is also

INVENTORS — Don't delay. Frolect
with a Patent, Secure t Guide"

“Record of Invention" form—FREE. Prelim-
inary information furnished without obligation.
Write Clarence A, O'Brien, Reygistered Pmeni,J At-
torney, 1C17 Adams Building, Washington, D. C.

PHONOGRAPH RECORDS

PHONOGRAPH Records 10e. Catalogue. Para-
mount, FD-358 East Market, Wilkes-Barre, Penn-

sylvania.
PHOTO FINISHING

ROLLS DEVELOPED, two prinis gach and two
free enlargement coupons, 25¢. reprints, 2¢ each;
100 or more¢, l¢, Summers Studio, Unionville,

RADIO ENGINEERING

RADIO Engineering, broadeasting, aviation and
police radio, servicing, marine and Morse teleg-
raphy taught thoroughly. All exﬁe!;ses low. Cat-
alog free. Dodge's Institute, 8t., Valpa-
raiso. A

RADIO

USED Radio merchandise. Bought. Sgld.
changed. J, €, Thimijan, Lake City. Minn.

RADIO Kits—$3.95 up. Single band; all wave.
5-10 tubes. Fluorescent ll:i!ghairif. Save 50%.
Radio-parts catalog—FREE. cGee Radio,
P-2075, K. C. Mo.

Ex-

ate of said institution however but is chief
accountant up there hi. Harry has a convict
house boy named Chick which he puts on the
air_and he is really a kick.

WOHMYV was riding down the street in Baton
Rouge, La. one day when he noticed a car up
in front of him with the call letter WOAOV on
it not having a horn on his car WHMY tapped
out hi with his accelarater pedal and drove on 3
weeks later he called CQ one morning and lo
who comes back to him but 9A0V who had just
got back from a visit down south and was back
in Cuba, Ill. George was really surprised when
he found out 5SHMV_was the guy who had blew,
hi. at way down in Dixie.

WHIBY John in Houston, Tex. is one of the
outstanding sigs on 75 fone.

1 WaC in Benton, La. is a regular on 75 fone
also,

WBSGEP in Corpus Christie, Tex. is an early
bird DXer on 160 fone. . x

WBBY at last report was still enjoying an
extended wacation hi Dan.

W4AVS5 is back on the air with his usual fb

E.

WS5HMZ says he wishes he had a Food rig like
‘Windg Bills. :

W5GIZ now has more licenses than a dog has

eas.
W5 Jack Gaines in Amite, La. is back on
the air after a long abscence.

MIORE 8RN from the 5th District by WSHEMY
Windy Bill:
Well we will start this month off by asking

the Ed. why he can't get the pictures and dope
on the aforesaid pictures to-gether in the same
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issue which brings to mind the thot why he pays
for Lhis stuff any how hi.

The following story is currently being told on
160 by WSIFR, seems &me one of Gayles neigh-
bors recenlly purchased a new radio and came
Lo see Gayles about m.ll:g up and ant he said
he had often heard BCI t. kes about and what
he wanted to know was what direction should he
put up his ant in order not to cause WaIFR any
trouble Gayle stagered and gulped and told him
that since he was so nice about it to go ahead
and put il up any way and he would take his
chances. (Shoot the sherbert to him Herbert.)

Once ugun 4 _time there was a ham by the call

in Eeniwood, La. aboul 30 miles from
mb, Miss, now one Sunday w:':ﬂﬁ'\? visited
WBHGXO0 in McComb and while there 3GX0 called
and contacted 5HKJ after a Xmission from 5HEJ
SHMYV took over the mike and asked for a com-
paritive report 5HKJ thinking 5HMV was a!,‘lj his

home base in Baton Rouge, La. proceeded to
v6 SHMV Q5RI es 5GX0 Q3R7 while (hey were
oth talking over the same rig. (Some fun eh

kid. )
tel}VEIIBPh is tfsirg‘ to get dwaﬂnm lho sl}ow and
m how lo agoo 8ig on the air.
W3FHS in Overton Tex. roasll.v Puts out a sig
e W5HH)
es A are two new comers to
McComb, Miss. they are connected with the CCC
Hgs. ’.dt.h%‘t‘L was recently moved from Camp Beau-

rega
WS5A0Z is another Bill on 160 fone in New

Orleans, La.

WSHZP of Houslon Miss. said he recently ot
a letter from the Texas chamber of commerce
asking him 1o please stale he was in Houston
Migg. on_his Xmission.
“\N;%OA of Lake Arthur La. is going to town

W5BV bought 6 RN when he found out his
profile was in em.
WSDHE will soon have his kw on

(1]

75 fone in

B.R.la.
WHJGP of Biloxi, Miss has joined the navy.
WSHMYV was a recent speaker over Wwi‘: i
and gave hig opinion on the situation of B.R.La.
WOHHCE says if there were enough hams in
town_ he coul
WGHEERV of
no less.

t on the air hi.
rookhaven, Miss. is an AUTHOR

OME of the boys are wondering who that new
Y1 of Mack's is in ol' Alabam’'. He qsoes
the gal purty often: don't tell us tt new rig
needs tt many rpts fm the same place, pal!
E3AS can promise to have sum gud tales to
gpin in next rpt becuz he collared assignment to
cover election in Panama by radio fer Army hr
es those things are usually anything but Sunday
school picnic: eo u can all luk fwd to hearin,
Eum tall tales if yours truly cums thru
"R interating r
of interesting info abt K5AT agn. Mack
does fb job on special dul{ grabbing war news
out of the ether for the info of military per-
sonnel hr. His job is to sit up at the shack
all day es rabbit hunt fer all war news cuming
thru fm press wireless es others and pounding
it all out on the mill. Bn it es getting requests
played by best squirter HPSE-HOK in Colon, dis-
cussing his mode-julation bn cokes, Mack's much
too busy for any repetition of those adventures
in Colon which led to much gleeful discusston
of hii: ‘black gal' arnd Birmingham's gashouse

cirow
-
Video Reporter
(Continued from page 41)

dent even before commercial birth.

HILE New York television programs
are continuing on an abbreviated
scale at the time of this writing, the program
lads are not going to any too much trouble
to weigh the entertainment value of the stuff
they're putting on. o
hey're ma ing a mistake in continuing
certain types of programs just because
they're free. Sporting events, in particular,
are being proportionately overdone. It’s true
that sports will always be an acceptable pro-
gram topic, but the reason for the great
proportion of sports pickups at this stage is
that there are no talent fees to be paid.
Excellent pickup jobs have been achieved
in various sports, particularly in wrestling
and boxing. We'd hardly eall wrestling par-
lor entertainment. Discounting the claims
that wrestling matches are not as brutal as
they seem, the television camera and mike
take the home listener right into the ring
to hear the grunts, groans and snorts of the
hirsute gladiators which may convince him
that the men are going through terrible or-
deals. But, all in all, the wrestling matches
are tougher on the look-and-listening air
audience than to the men tied together like
pretzels on the mat. It makes for good
comedy, but we'll bet a Beanut to a potato
chip that the Legion of Decency will swoop
in from Hollywood to make the boys on the
mat keep their grunts clean.



