
WHAT’S NEW IN OLD TVS 

May  2026 

Volume 3 Number 6 

       In This Issue:  

The new sweepstakes prize 
the RCA 21-CT-55 21” color 
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       a New  Picture    
       My Favorite TV:      
 Co-editor Robert Ring 
remembers his favorite TV     
 was in  black and white      

The Newsletter of the Early Television Foundation 
 Greetings Early Television Fans, 

This is Volume 3, Number 6 of the Early Television 
Foundation Newsletter.  The next  Zoom meeting is 
on June 27 at 8 PM . Newcomers Always Welcome 
    This month, Steve McVoy tells us that the con-
vention and the auction sales, including the proceeds 
from the sets donated by John Folsom’s estate have 
given the Museum’s budget a substantial boost. There 
were 126 attendees at the convention and many be-
came members. He was also happy to say that there 
was a good mix of enthusiastic and younger first time 
attendees. That’s always good news. Steve also re-
ported results from the convention survey. He found 
two primary complaints. First was the cold weather. As 
I’ve always said if Ohio didn’t have bad weather, it 
wouldn’t have any weather. 
The second was the lack of 
food at the dinner with no 
apology from the restaurant. 
Time to bag the “old bag of 
nails”. Remember, this years 
sweepstakes prize will be the 
rare 21” RCA 21CT55. You 
can get your tickets now !! 
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  We are always looking for: 
 LeƩers from members 

 Tech Tips from service expe-
riences 

 My first TV (family stories?) 

 My favorite TV (and why) 

 Stories of working in the 
business. 

 ArƟcles that can be added in 
whole or in parts. 

 We want to hear from you !    

 Newsletter@earlytelevision.org 
Editors:  Mike Molnar &                

  

   Join or Renew  
your Membership  

      Many         
 2025 members     
 need to renew 



 

       This Year’s Sweepstakes Grand Prize       
                 The RCA 21-CT-55 

           21-inch RCA COLOR TV 



 

 

 

 

   The RCA       
   21-CT-55     
   is not just    
    another        
  “Roundie” 

 

  This TV is a        

 RARE BIRD 

     This model marked a transition 
from the 15 inch CT100 to the CTC 4 
chassis. For that reason only 3000 
were made and only about 30 survive.  



Our thanks to James Hawes who sent last month’s Mystery Photo. 
In 1929 these people lined up in a semi-circle for a scientific test.  
As the caption tells us they were acting as radio reflectors and 
careful measurements were taken on the large meter.  I learned a 
long time ago that humans are great TV signal reflectors. All I had 
to do was walk around a TV running on rabbit ears or a small TV 
with a built in antenna and the tv would look crazy. Of course there 
could always be some wise guy sitting comfortably telling me to 
stand right there until the program is over. You can read more 
about this “important” experiment on the next page.    





 This months photos aren’t really a mystery as the photo shows the 
name of the company and their products. This photo and on the next 
page, look to be photos taken for advertising. I’m hoping someone 
can add some information about this company. The Chicago address 
makes me think it is from the early 1930’s when there was a TV boom 
ti the Chicago area. Please pass on any info you may have. Thanks 





 

 

RCA sales 
brochure    
circa 1957 

 

The CTC 5 line of  
RCA Color Sets 
were being pro-
moted in 1957 but 
the majority of TV 
sales were 21” 
black and white. 
And one of those 
sales went to our 
co-editor’s home.     
   This month          
  Robert Ring      
tells us about the  
 Langston, his     
  Favorite TV 



 
I remember our first TV was a GE locomotive style. Small, 

but then again, so was I.  It occupied a very central part in our 
living room sitting on a very stout table. Kids usually sat on the 
floor, in front of that small screen-10 inches, while my parents 
sat further back and probably saw very little. My parents were 
the first ones in their apartment building to own a TV, and neigh-
bors would gather at their small apartment on Saturday nights to 
watch the boxing matches. That TV successfully made the move 
to suburbia and was attached to a stacked dipole antenna that 
frequently ate the paper kites that I would fly.           

One day the picture went from a full screen to nothing. I 
called my mom, who was in the kitchen and of course, she want-
ed to know what I did to break the set. A few phone calls later, a 
man showed up with a large case filled with bright handled tools. 
I watched him remove the back cover and spend some time 
reaching into the back, removing what I now know were 
tubes. After about a half hour he pronounced his verdict: It need-
ed to go to the shop for repairs. Can there be a worse thing 
when you are a kid?     The TV came back a week later, but 
the picture just didn’t seem as good as it used to be. I think, but I 
don’t know for sure, that the set now have a picture tube boost-
er, among other new parts. I guess my parents must have been 
talking because one Saturday evening, two burly looking guys 
arrived around 7:15. I know the time because Walt Disney was 
going to be on in 15 minutes and I was ready to watch. Regard-
less of how blurry the picture may have been. The burly guys 
gently moved the old set over to another corner and then disap-
peared back outside. At that point I had no idea what they were 
going to do next as my parents had never told me and my broth-
er that they had purchased a new set. The same two guys, one 
tall and one shorter, came back in with that TV set that had a 
screen that easily looked to me to be truly gigantic.  

 My Favorite TV  submitted by Robert Ring 



They hooked up the antenna wire and then checked with my 
very picky mother about the exact location of this huge TV 
set. After serval “nudges” my mother pronounced herself sat-
isfied and the set was turned on with what I thought was a 
very loud and commanding click.  Proudly it was announcing 
that it was “working.”   

The screen flashed, probably the two 
installation guys said a silent prayer 
that it still worked, and there on that 
amazing-sized screen was the intro 
to Walt Disney’s show. There was a 
part in that intro where there was an 
animation of a volcano with lava flow-
ing out of it. This time, on this new 
set, seeing that picture, I was 
astounded. Never in my short life had 
I ever seen so many different shades 
of gray! With sharpness and contrast 
that we didn’t know could actually ex-
ist.    

    I begged them not to change the channel but my mom 
wanted to be sure that all the channels came in- 2,4,5,7,9,11 
and 13 (Hey, we were close to NY.) Finally, they came back to 
Disney and while my parents signed some papers and tipped 
the guys, my brother and I became part of the television 
screen. The picture was just that good!  Color TV didn’t come 
to our until much later. It just wasn’t that important to my fa-
ther. 

Don’t you have a favorite TV that brings back many 
great memories?   Then just send your story to  

        newsletter@earlytelevision.org  


