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Telocasting goes 1o sea on the carrier USS Leyle.

ELEVISION, which had long
By ALFRED E. JACKSON been confined to studio and sports

arenas, took to the high seas a

short time ago and the result was 100

Televiewers on the Eastern Seaboard witness a Navy minutes of some of the most interest-

5 ing program material ever witnessed

carrier operation under simulated battle conditions.  °" 2 television screen. The whole

operation, which took five months of

preparation, was in the “indefinite”

"s..w” mm‘ an d'cr." .“CC'C on ‘” “"“r. stage as close as three minutes to air

time,

2 The net result of the program, which

was designated as “Task Force TV.,"”

"Control room” set up aboard the USS Leyte for handling “Operation TV." was that an estimated audience of

2,000,000 persons sat comfortably at

home and watched the carrier USS

Leyte undergo a simulated attack by

its own planes—under simulated battle
conditions,

After the original plan for this tele-
cast was discussed by executives of
the National Broadcasting Company
and high-ranking officers of the United
States Navy, a preliminary visit was

. made to the USS Kearsage, an Essex
type carrier, to determine the feasibil-
ity of such a pick-up. A careful analy-
sis of conditions aboard the carrier
indicated that such a telecast was not
impossible from an engineering stand-
point. The Navy was faced with the
difficult task of finding a carrier that
could be made available to NBC for a
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series of test and for the actual

program,

Eventually the USS Leyte was chos-
en and James Davis, surveying engi-
neer, and Doug Rodgers, assisting
director of the program department,
made a series of visits to the ship to
discuss the operation with the Leyte’s
officers, The biggest problem en-
countered was the completion of the
tremendous amount of engineering
coordination and planning that was
required in order to plot the video and
audio signals with accuracy.

The video signal was sent from the
deck of the Leyte to the roof of the
Empire State Building in New York
City. From there it was relayed to
Radio City for mixing with the audio,
then was relayed to the Empire
State Building for telecasting to the
viewing audience. The audio signal
was sent from the Leyte to RCA at
Riverhead, Long Island where the pro-
gram material was relayed to the RCA
Communications Building in New York
City from where it was carried to
Radio City to be mixed with the video
carrier and thus on to the Empire
State Building where the program
finally took to the air. The possibility
of error naturally increased as each
new link was added to the chain.

Another major problem involved the
necessary orders to the USS Leyle
from Washington and the tremendous
expense involved in “rehearsals.” It
had been originally planned that the
“rehearsals” would begin two weeks
before the show. Actually, the first
test was made just four days before
the event.

To operate from a carrier it was
necessary for the NBC Development
_Laboratory to build a special trans-
mitter, This 1300 mc. unit with a
beam antenna, built in New York City,
was transferred by automobile to the
ship which was docked at the Quonset
Naval Base in Rhode Island.

On the Thursday before the telecast,
which was scheduled for a Sunday, two
tons of equipment valued at almost
$200,000 plus about 8000 feet of cable
was loaded aboard the ship. After it
was all properly placed, the testing
began. Then the Navy entered the
picturs and several meetings were
held to decide just what could and
could not be done. The limited amount
- of fuel that the planes could carry was
one of the problems posed. That factor
naturally governed the length of time
the planes could remain aloft. There
were the usual amount of security
problems which governed secret gear
that could not be televised, and the
procedures to be followed in the event
of a crash onto the deck or into the
sea.

The immobility of the camera was
another factor which had to be con-
sidered. Weather and wind were other
variables which had to be figured and
the approach of a hurricane from
Florida made that angle none too
promising.

The major factor in planning the
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Although life Iacluu_m not considered “standard” for television cameraman, this
NBC operator found It comiorting In case he was forced to abandon ship suddealy.

Two views of the flight deck cs the NBC
tolovision

the carrier USS Leyte, carried out by the
planes from the carler's own aircraft
squadron, without leaving their easy chalrs.

A close-up view of all the operations preparatory to launching circraft from the carrler
were witnessed by East Coast viewers when NBC and the Navy telecast "Operation TV."
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