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This week is the
; niversary of
usfrah'a's first
TV iransmissions

Brisbane a council spokesman

- proclaiming that electricity was
ying to be cheaper, and the Orient
Line was advertising trips to London

the Oronsay for £39.

Ansmissions,

pices of the Royal Sociely.

lar TV service.

|

King Alexander of Yugo-
a was assassinated in Mar-
s, Hindenburg died and Hitler
installed as Germany’s chan-
r. The London Conference on
armament failed. In Australia
UAP won the Federal elections,
Lyons formed a coalition

That same year, ignoring the sceptics
 said that talking pictures wouldn’t
and that radio “was not proper
ainment,” two men in Brisbane
d Australia’s first regular TV

In the convict-built tower on Wick-
Terrace which started life as a
dmill and later became an observa-
Yy Thomas B. Elliott (now manager
~8tanford X-Ray Ltd. on the same
et) and the late Dr. Val McDowell
up test TV equipment under the

“Others had demonstrated closed
cuit television in Australia before,
the Brisbane pioneers are re-
ised as having set up the first

At Newstead House, Brisbane, Mr. T. M. B. Elliott, _Qucenslc.nd
television pioneer, pays a sentimental visit to see ﬂu.egmpmenf with

Last week, TV Times made a sen-
timental journey to the Museum at
Newstead House with Mr. ERiott to
see his pioneer eguipment, which is
in the safe keeping of the Queensland
Historical Society, and to hear the
story of Brisbane's first TV station.

“We had been experimenting for
about eighteen months before that day
—May 6, 1934—when we gave a de-
monstration for members of the State
and Commonwealth Governments,
Government cofficials and the press”
he recalled. A

“They were astonished at the clarity
of the picture, though we were only
using the 30-line system.”

Mr, Elliott spoke rapidly as his
thoughts carried him back 27 years.
Under a thatch of white hair is a
mind as active and enquirinﬁ as the
one which launched him on his early
experiments in radio and TV.

“Technical data came from aver-
seas experimenters. Many of the parts
we had to make ourszlves, A firm which
specialised in neon lighting helped us
with some of the special tubes. A
motor mechanic helped with the com-
plicated mirror drums used for the
first system.” .

Visitors to Newstead house will notice
how odd items, like pieces of car-tyre
inner-tube and Meccano were pressed
into service.

“It was makeshift, but it worked,"”
said Mr. Elliott as he stood before
the display. :

“Our low definition telecasts began
in 1934 with about an hour of trans-
mission each day,” he continued.

“By 1935 we were experimenting with
a high definition system of 180 lines.”

But for a Commonwealth order that
activities should not be commercialised
until such time as they thought it
fit to permit such a service, the Bris-
bane experiments would have become
more comprehensive and widespread,
Mr, Elliott believes,
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which he started Australia’s first regular TY tr in 1934,
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. Sentimental Journey

This photo of the convict-built

tower on Wickhaom Terrace where

carly experiments in television were

carried out, was taken at Ipswich

on an experimental receiver which

had picked up the transmission of
the photo.

The station had only an output of
100 watts of vision — one thousandth
of that of Brisbane’s present stations—
yel signals were picked up as far away
as Ipswich. ;

A typical program would consist of
test patterns, pictures of [film stars,
headlines from a daily newspaper, and
later, short silent films.

Some of the latter are keenly re-
membered by Mr. Elliott — especially
the Horrors of Drink, a temperance
film which was used in the first
transmissions.

One of Mr. Elliott’s loyal viewers was
Mr. W. Stephens of the Queensiand
Government Railways mapping office,
who built a set and operated in his
home at Graceville—about five miles
from the observatory tower,

“There were a lot of disbelievers who
thought we were just phonies,” said
Mr. Stephens today, “I can remember
how the neighbours used to come in
and look at the picture of a film star
on that tiny screen in amazement.

“They couldn't believe pictures could
be transmitted through the air.”

Other receivers were operated in
other parts of the city. Mr. Eliott
believes there were at most eighteen
sets on which his transmissions were
received.

From one, at Ipswich, the photo of
the observatory pictured above was
taken, showing remarkable clarity for
the 30-line system which was used to
transmit it. .

Today Mr. Elliott s still a TV fan,
At home he prefers to watch news and
documentary sessions, and Channel 2's
7 o'clock news and newsreel each night
are his evening highlight.
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